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Unite 2010 by vanessa Fer

Spending a weekend at the Unite 2010 Orff conference
was just the remedy | needed to rejuvenate myself after
another busy teaching year. On April 30th, 2010 | went
to my very first National conference in Winnipeg, Mani-
toba. Since Winnipeg is my hometown, not only did |
connect with familiar music teachers, but I met new
ones, and spent quality time with my Vancouver music
teaching friends. It's hard to believe I fit all that in and Z
still had the time to learn fresh new ways to use the Orff K(E
approach from some incredible instructors! |

Continued on page 8

August 9 — 20, 2010
Orff Schulwerk Levels I, Il & Ill at VCC

September 18, 2010

Orff: On and Off the Instruments with Joe Berarducci

November 6, 2010
Sharing Session: A Circle of Support

January 15, 2011
A Xylophone is the Playground! with Tisia Minichiello

April 30, 2011 Children’s Day
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BC Orff Chapter
Mission Statement

The B.C. Orff Chapter is a professional
organization of movement and music edu-
cators dedicated to the growth of Carl Orff
and Gunild Keetman'’s creative teaching
approach. We support the professional
development of our members and provide
a forum for the life-long learning of Orff-
Schulwerk.

We recognize that . . .

- Children have a natural instinct to
move, create their own music and
explore their imaginations.

Learning about music is an active and
joyful experience.

Children’s personal growth is enriched
through cooperative group
experiences.

Music is a living force vital to the edu-
cation of every child in our diverse so-
ciety.

Carl Orff Canada
Website
orffcanada.ca

BC Orff Chapter
Website
bcorff.ca




Save a stamp! Register online at :
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It's hard to believe that another school year is  On behalf of the BC Orff Chapter | would like to ex-
nearly over. It's time to reflect about the past  tend warm wishes and congratulations to Deborah
year, reminisce about the good times and look Kerr, Principal of Confederation Park Elementary
forward to some summer relaxation. We will be School in Burnaby, who is retiring this June. She
celebrating the BC Orff Chapter's 35" year of has been an advocate of Orff and an ardent sup-
existence Saturday, June 19" at Hume Park in porter of our chapter since 1976. Thank you so

New Westminster at 1:00pm. Come join us much for all your hard work—from spearheading
and have a piece of cake to celebrate! It's al- and organizing Children’s Day, to coming to school
ways fun to spend time with colleagues. on your Saturdays and providing the Chapter with

workshop space. We look forward to continuing to
work with you in your current role as Re:Play 2012
co-chair and on some of your future projects. You

have been an amazing role model for all of us. We
wish you all the best!

As music teachers we tend to lead a solitary
existence in schools. If you haven't already
done so, extend your musical community by
going online. You may be interested in joining
two Facebook groups. The “BC Orff” group has
updates about our workshops and provides
opportunities for dialogue and the “Elementary
Music/Orff Teacher Forum” group can help you
make connections, ask questions and provide
feedback to music teachers around the world.

It was at Carl Orff Canada’s National Confer-
ence in Winnipeg this past April that | was re-
minded why | find the Orff process so magical.
| had the opportunity to spend time with like-
minded individuals passionate about the Orff ~ Finally, it's never too early to consider professional
process, watch amazing performances by chil- development for next year. Please look for our new
dren and adults, and learn from some of the 2010-2011 Brochure that will be posted on our web-
best minds in the Orff approach. Please set the site and soon mailed to our members. We are offer-

time aside to attend our Vancouver Re:Play ing some fabulous workshops | am very excited
2012 Conference now. It will take place April  about. This September we will welcome Joe Berar-
18-22, 2012. You will LOVE it! ducci, then enjoy our November Sharing Session

before starting the new year off with Tisia Mini-

JVPVVIVIPVPVIVPPIVIVIVIVIIVY chiello in January 2011. Then, in April, we hope that
you’ll join us for Children’s Day. Stay tuned for more
1 information on all these events. We are also excited
H#on 2 to welcome Doug Goodkin for the summer of 2011
" 7 - 0 and to offer a new format for Introductory Orff in Au-

gust 2011 with Cathy Bayley. Please check our
website for further updates and registration informa-
tion as the year progresses.

&3

Want to attend a BC Orff Chapter
workshop in the Lower Mainland but
have no place to stay?

With that | hope everyone has a won-
derful summer holiday filled with
friends, family and music...and at
least a couple moments to relax.

Katalin
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On Saturday, April 10"

Anna Mansbridge pre-

sented a workshop that

included dances that

were once popular during

the 16" through 18" cen-

turies, and a way to warm

up the body called Brain-

Dance. Anna began the

day by explaining how

BrainDance, founded by

Anne Green Gilbert, is

based on eight develop-

mental movement pat-

terns that humans move

through in the first year of

life. These patterns wire the central nerv-
ous system and have critical benefits for
infants and children.

ments, providing us with information on how they stimu-
late the brain and aid in a baby’s development. She
stressed how important they are for children and men-
tioned how they don’t always develop in order.

BrainDance are movements that infants do ) _
on their own in the first twelve months of She ended this part of the day by demonstrating move-

their life. These movements may be done ment activities that make use of the eight patterns of

standing up, sitting, lying down, in a chair, Continued on page 8
or traveling through space. At first Anna
took us slowly through each of the move-



Vancouver Community College
Downtown Campus
250 West Pender Street, Vancouver

August 9th - 13th & 16 - 20, 2010

Contact Pam Hetrick at pamh@interchange.ubc.ca _for more details.
For more information about Levels courses please visit www.bcorff.ca
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Orff Course Instructors
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Pam Hetrick

Pam is an Orff music specialist at Brantford School in Burnaby. She presents Orff Schulwerk work-
shops frequently in Canada and the U.S., including many National Conferences in both countries.
She taught Level One Pedagogy and Recorder at Western Oregon University for several years. She
is currently Co-President of the BC Orff Chapter. She serves on the American Orff Schulwerk Asso-
ciation editorial board for The Orff Echo, coordinating issues, writing articles and reviews. Perform-
ing experience includes two steel drum bands, the California-based Balinese Gamelan Sekar Jaya,
and an African drumming ensemble.

Joe Berarducci

Joe Berarducci resides in sunny Kelowna B.C. where he teaches piano and co-directs the chil-
dren’s choir at the Community Music School. He has been involved with Carl Orff Canada for over
twenty years having served as president of the B.C. Chapter as well as Carl Orff Canada. He pre-
sents workshops throughout Canada and the U. S. as well as sessions at National Orff Conferences
in both countries. He has taught Level courses for many years in the U.S. and Canada. He has
worked for the University of B.C., Simon Fraser University, Seattle Pacific University, Chapman Uni-
versity, University of Victoria, University of Lethbridge, Capilano College, Douglas College and
School District #44 in North Vancouver B.C. In 2006, Joe received the award of Honorary Life Mem-
ber to Music for Children, Carl Orff Canada, musique pour enfants.

Catherine West

Catherine West, B.A. Hons, B. Ed., A.R.C.T., Orff Cert., is a music specialist with the Toronto District
School Board where she teaches in two K-6 schools. She trained as a piano and early childhood
music teacher at The Royal Conservatory of Music and has extensive experience in private music
schools and as an Orff Specialist for the former Toronto Board of Education. She teaches Orff peda-
gogy Level One at The Royal Conservatory of Music every summer and is an active advocate for
music education. Catherine is past president of the Ontario Chapter. Her infectious enthusiasm as a
teacher and for the Orff approach is very evident in this article.

Susie Green

Susie Green is an internationally recognized choreographer and master teacher in Dance and
Movement Education. She has taught Orff Schulwerk movement in Levels 1 — 3 at UBC and Seattle
Pacific University. She teaches Orff music and movement as an artist in residence at schools in BC,
Washington, Finland, Lapland, Moscow, Spain, and Australia. Susie has given workshops at Carl
Orff Canada National Conferences, and has been the keynote presenter for AOSA. Susie is the 2nd
of 5 recipients (and the only Canadian) to receive the Global Arts Award for Outstanding Contribu-
tions to Global Arts Performance and Arts Education. Susie and her international company of young
artists, Visions Dance Co, have performed around the world, currently touring BC with Artstarts in
schools.




Continued from page 5

BrainDance. All of Anna’s activities were accompanied by
familiar nursery rhymes or other silly rhyming poems. It
was quite entertaining to just listen and watch Anna move
through all of these patterns! She moved at an amazing
speed, where it was obvious she was thoroughly enjoying
herself. The energy she emitted was infectious!

The second half of day established how diverse and tal-
ented Anna is. Anna switched gears from her BrainDance
knowledge to teach us about court dancing and period
costumes. We were able to watch a really informative
video that demonstrated dances like, Branles, Pavans,
Minuets and Bourees from the Renaissance and Baroque

We were also treated to see
actual authentic garb from
these periods, where a few of
us got to try some of this beau-
tiful clothing on! Anna ended
the day by performing two dif-
ferent dances for us.

For more information regard-
ing BrainDance or Historical
Dance check out the website:

www.creativedance.org

Vanessa Fer

Continued from page 1

Members and clinicians had come from all over the world to learn and share their music teaching
experiences and ideas. The weekend kept all of us busy with an abundant amount of children’s per-
formances in between our workshops. | was blown away with the sound of the children singing, the
sight of them dancing, and how seamless all the transitions were! | can only dream that one day |
will be able to compose music like, “On This Day in April”, which was the first piece the children of
Winnipeg greeted us with in the opening ceremony performance.

Another treat at Unite 2010 was the Calgary based group, “Orff the Wall”. This bunch of extremely
talented music specialists entertained us with everything from jazz dance, renaissance recorders
and Stomp style basketball. It made me think how neat it would be to form a group like this here in
Vancouver! Continued on page 9



Continued from page 8
The workshops were diverse, ranging from beginning recorder, drumming, elemental music drama,
and much much more! | especially enjoyed the children’s games with Sofia Lopez-lbor. She taught
us some extremely fun, manageable games that will inspire any group of players how team work is
the key when you want to win!
One of the highlights of the weekend was the final banquet. After a delicious dinner from the kitchen
of the Fort Garry Hotel, we were entertained by an astounding choir called Prairie Voices. The
dance floor was then filled by music teachers who danced the night away with the Latin Jazz
ensemble known as Papa Mambo.
| was impressed with the efforts the organizers made to ensure this conference was well worth the
travel time! | feel that | didn’t just learn from the workshops | attended, but my passion for music
education was nurtured. | discovered so many new teaching ideas, | learned from Master teachers |
had only heard of before, and shared music teaching experiences with old and new friends. The trip
to Winnipeg was well worth it.
To experience the same great things | did, you won't have to travel far. | hope to see you all at our
very own National conference here in Vancouver, Re:Play 2012.

Watch for details on the bcorff.ca website !

Coming Summer 2011

Look forward to these wonderful opportunities in August 2011!

Share this information with others and help us spread the word.
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| want to wish everyone a very happy end of school year! Take care of
yourselves this summer. As music teachers we work hard and play hard
so we always need lots of relaxation when we can get it. Good luck if
you are taking a summer course. They are always hilarious amounts of
fun! Sometimes you even forget you are ‘in school’. I'm very excited to
see you all take part in our Children’s Day event next season. | brought
students to our last one, and over a year later we still talk about it!

Vanessa Fer

In your very own backyard...

Carl Orff Canada National Conference
April 18-22, 2012
Vancouver, B.C

Please check our website for updates at bcorff.ca

Don’t miss it!




